Richard Daras

September 13, 1934 - January 27, 2021

Richard F. Daras, 86, of Newnan, GA passed away on January 27, 2021 at
the Corinth Road Personal Care Home after a long illness. He was born in
Yeadon, PA on September 13, 1934, son of the late Alphonse and Grace
Daras.

He is survived by his second wife Sandra Alexander Cenkner Daras, and his
two sons, Kirby and Geoff Daras and their spouses, children, and
grandchildren. He is also survived by his brother Kenneth, two sister-in-laws
and numerous nieces and nephews. He is preceded in death by his first wife
Jane Kirby Daras to whom he was married to for 52 years., sister Marilyn
Daras DiGiacomo, and brother Robert Daras.

Richard graduated from West Catholic High School, Philadelphia, PA in 1952.
After working in a variety of jobs right after high school, he was drafted into
the United States Army in 1957. He would go on to serve as a radio engineer
for the Armed Forces Network in Frankfurt, Germany until his discharge in
1959. Following his return to the US, he got a job with the Dupont Company in
November 1959 working with printing plates and other related products that
would support countless newspapers, magazines, and other publications
across the country.

He moved his family to Willingboro, NJ in the late summer of 1959, and once
his sons were old enough started a nearly lifelong involvement with youth



sports. That involvement included coaching, officiating, establishing, and
operating youth teams and leagues in baseball, basketball, and soccer. Most
notably, he coached an under 14 traveling soccer team that won a New Jersey
state championship in 1973. After being transferred by Dupont and moving to
Delaware, he founded the Kirkwood Soccer Club in New Castle County which
still operates today. Thousands of kids and their families have learned and
grown into the game that has allowed some to attend college on scholarship
and others to eventually play at the professional level. He continued to referee
youth soccer into his 60’s.

He was a lifelong fan of the Philadelphia Phillies, Eagles, Flyers, and Seventy
Sixers and was especially elated when the Eagles won their first Super Bowl
in February 2018.

A visitation and rosary will be held from 5:00 PM until 7:00 PM on Friday,
February 12, at the McKoon Funeral Home, 38 Jackson St., Newnan, GA. The
following day, Saturday, February 13 beginning at 11:00 AM, a funeral mass
will be celebrated at St. George Catholic Church, 771 Roscoe Road, Newnan
GA.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that memorial contributions be made in
Richard’s name to St. George Catholic Church, 771 Roscoe Road, Newnan,
GA 30263. Condolences may be expressed to the family online at www.mcko
on.com.
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Previous Events
Visitation

FEB 12. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (ET)

McKoon Funeral Home Chapel
38 Jackson Street

Newnan, GA 30263
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Service

FEB 13. 11:00 AM (ET)

St. George Catholic Church
771 Roscoe Rd
Newnan, GA 30263
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Tribute Wall

Sending prayers and thoughts to all of Richard's loved ones. | met
Richard last year while assisting the YMCA's Parkinson's exercise
classes. What a wonderful, cheerful soul he was with his great
sense of humor. He had a life well lived and his good deeds will
continue to better and bless the world. May memories and God
comfort you. With much love, Jennifer Davis

Jennifer Davis - February 09, 2021 at 12:38 PM

Sandra, | am so sorry to read of your loss of your husband,Richard
who obviously lived a rich and giving life. | often remember your
own rich contributions as a teacher to so many children, including
my own. God'’s peace to you.

Harriett Palmer

Harriett Palmer - February 05, 2021 at 10:43 AM



